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Financial 
Aid
Includes:
•	 Paying for UC Berkeley graphic
•	 Emergency Grant application



Financial Aid
Finances are often the biggest barrier for undocumented students to complete a university degree. 
Since they are not eligible for most conventional financial aid options, it’s necessary to develop 
cost-saving measures and targeted funds, as well as to help undocumented students access the 
resources that are available.
 

There’s a wide gap to bridge
 
The costs for higher education greatly exceed the financial capacities of many undocumented 
students. Add to this the fact that undocumented students do not qualify for federally-sponsored 
financial aid programs, and many do not qualify for in-state tuition, institutional scholarships, or 
student loans.

Work Study for undocumented students
 
Academic UC Berkeley offers Work-Study assistance of up to $4,000 to undocumented students 
who have obtained status under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. The 
program enables DACAmented students to obtain quality jobs on campus to cover some of their 
major expenses. Work-Study jobs ensure they won’t risk exploitation or face undue challenges. As 
well, Work-Study funds put the financial package for undocumented students on par with that of 
other UC Berkeley students.

The UC Berkeley Financial Aid Office opened the Work-Study benefit for undocumented students 
using state dollars rather than relying on federal money.

Emergency Grants meet basic needs
 
The USP offers Emergency Grants of up to $500. These grants help ensure that students’ basic 
needs are met so they can concentrate on their education.

Emergency Grants are available to students who
1.	 Are not receiving federal Financial Aid and loans 
2. 	Are Dream Aid recipients
3.	Are undocumented

The USP offers two types of grants of up to $500 each. Students can apply for both, up to a 
combined total of $1,000. The first is a general emergency grant for unforeseen emergencies. The 
second is for extenuating housing-related costs, such as security deposits or temporary/transitional 
housing between semesters or during the summer months.

The most common uses of these grants were housing and medical needs. Students can receive one 
of each type of Emergency Grant one time per academic year.
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